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[14:00]

Deputy C.F. Labey of Grouville (Chairman):

Welcome to this Rural Economy Strategy hearingdo Inot know if either of you
have been to a Scrutiny hearing before. Therecar&in things that you ought to
know, the first of which is that notice there. ybu just want to read it, and there is
one on public protocols, heckling, and things. rgtheng is going to be recorded by
Rebecca at the back and then you will receiverdnestripts in a week, or something
like that, for you to look at to make sure that y@appy with what they say and what
you think they should say. | will give you the @pjunity of going into private
session if you want to, because these are opdmetpublic but if you feel that there
are things that you would feel more comfortablarsgyn a private session we would

do that at the end, if you feel it is necessaryt Be only have an hour so it would

have to come out of your hour. So if you couldigate to me before then, then | can



sort of judge the timing accordingly. We haverttvoduce ourselves for the purposes
of the tape. | am Carolyn Labey. | am chairing Rural Strategy Scrutiny Review.

| am Deputy of Grouville.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier of St. Saviour:

Roy Le Hérissier, Deputy of St. Saviour.

Deputy D.J.A. Wimberley of St. Mary:

Daniel Wimberley, Deputy of St. Mary.

Dr. J. Jones (Adviser):

James Jones, from the Royal Agricultural Colleam the adviser.

Mr. D. Scott (Scrutiny Officer)

Scrutiny Officer, Darren Scott.

The Deputy of Grouville:

And Rebecca at the back taking notes. Again, Hergurposes of the tape, because
obviously we have your submission here, but cowuld pist briefly explain Bartlett
and what it does and how many people you employtlaaidsort of thing, just a bit of
background. | am so sorry, you have got to intoedyourself as well for the

purposes of the tape.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

| am the Technical Manager for Albert Bartlett &#r) Limited.



Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| am presently a crop agronomy consultant to AlBexntlett.

The Deputy of Grouville:
| will just explain for the tape. Tim Ward was ggito be here but his wife has just

had a baby so he is visiting her.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Albert Bartlett have been supplied by the Islargifewers for a number of years from
various marketing organisations and a few yearslagy decided that they would like
to improve the standard of produce for sale matolyhe U.K. (United Kingdom)
supermarkets so they started on a long processantlsing for sites and coming into
the Island with a view to building a facility theduld wash and pack potatoes on the
day of lifting or as close to as possible. Batsleurrently supply about half a million
tonnes of potatoes within the U.K. market, some @wand, some varieties that they
have branded themselves and bought the exclugiliesrio. In the Island we employ
about 70, | think, people during the potato seaswhwe have 4 or 5 full-time local

employees.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Four or 5 out of 70?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:



No, of the full-time permanent staff. The vast ondly of the others are temporary
seasonal labour, some of whom are recruited lacadverts go in prior to the
season so we do a local recruitment drive and doplp we cannot find locally are

drafted in from wherever we can find them really.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Is that usually Poland?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

There are some people Poland, there are peoplecaime down from the main
factory in Airdrie and from the sub-site in BostoBo0 they are the experienced line
operatives and load planners and so on, and thene gost for the season and then

they go back to their full-time jobs.

The Deputy of Grouville:
| know | am going to digress here before you haxenegot going, but do you have a

problem with accommodating your workers?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes. Itis an added concern because when wetimgtaff obviously they have got to
have accommodation as well when they are souraed &ther areas, and that is an
additional headache. But this year, for the secgadr the factory has been
operational over here, we have found accommoddtioeverybody but by the skin

of our teeth really.



Dr. J. Jones:
Is that the same sort of issue for the seasondtex®ias it is for the supervisory staff

that you bring over?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Yes. Everyone who comes into the Island has tbdased somewhere. We do not

have any onsite accommodation.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Sorry, | interrupted you.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

We are now in our second year of operation, iteen another challenging growing
season but the process which was put in placehtarnse the shelf-life of the potatoes
is having its effect despite various quality isstiest arise with frosts and the cold

spring we have had, the need for irrigation haww@d their worth yet again.

The Deputy of Grouville:
How has your process improved the life and thefdifelof the potato compared to

what was being done before?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Typically before potatoes were washed generalltha Island they would be lifted
and shipped to a packer, such as Bartletts, inUlke So you had your normal

timescale of, for example, harvesting today, vetgroyou would be asked to pre-



cool them which could take a further 24 hours anlghand to get the field heat out of
them, and they could then be graded, packed intatevler packaging you were
sending them in bulk to the washers and packershemmainland. Then once it
arrived with them, so we are talking probably up/@®hours after harvesting. The
stock became their issue and their stock contey} thould have to order in advance
to make sure they covered all possible vagariesrdérs going up or conversely
going down, where they could be left with stock ,ama occasion, potatoes may not
have been washed in the past until they were a wieekSo, in the main, we are now
washing and hydro-cooling, which is the processvhich they take the field heat out
very, very quickly, potatoes having been washed pexler a belt, water it, plus 4
degrees plus 3 degrees and it brings the temperaigint down and it stops the
respiration or almost stops the respiration ofgb&to. It prevents it browning and

greening and deteriorating, softening.

The Deputy of Grouville:

This may be an unfair question but does the otlmrmgdo the same process?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

They do not do the hydro-cooling but there is aaoth.K. packer on the Island who
use the other group’s premises to wash and hydobfomm Marks & Spencer. That
has been going for some years now, so a very grgortion of what comes from
the other group is washed and hydro-cooled ondlaad but exclusively for Marks &

Spencer, so the other group simply wash in ambvaitr.

The Deputy of Grouville:



That is very interesting background. It gives.us .

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Can | just ask about the accommodation? You salydtlh the people who come in
have to be housed, whether they are supervisonptpmwhat sort of role do you play
in that in terms of how much time does it tie ugéd that sorted, because obviously it

has got to be sorted each time they come in?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes. Itis pre-season so the negotiations withvgre who have got staff who would
otherwise be returning to their native country &break will, between the growers’
own crops, will come and work for us for the periwidour season. So, in a lot of
cases it is their existing accommodation that venttake on paying for through the

workers themselves.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

With some sort of agreement about the state thatiit because you are taking over

effectively somebody else’s house?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes.

The Deputy of Grouville:



Turning to the Green Paper, and | know you haveemadir submission but again if
you would like to highlight what areas the Greepétayou are supportive of and also

which policies you have particular concerns about?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Can | just, before we start talking specificallyoab policy, give you a quick résumé
of my background, just to put you in the picturedngse | used to be ... | left school in
1986, | have been involved in agriculture sincentmeally, apart from the latter
period. | ran my own farm business until 2001aVvdé done a couple of other things
since then, including a degree course which Depatyérissier might be aware of.
The dissertation of that which | completed lastryems looking specifically at
Jersey’s agricultural policy since the negotiatidrthe Treaty of Rome, so that is the

paper | worked on.

The Deputy of Grouville:

That is very interesting because | have got a feestjons.[Laughter]

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

My services have been taken on this year on atpaetbasis by the company Albert
Bartlett to assist them with one area in particwérch is of concern in terms of the
crop agronomy. It is a concern with a particulastpof the potato crop, an eelworm
pest, and withdrawal of chemicals which were usedantrol that pest. That brings
about a number of other issues, not only relatedh& crop agronomy but also
sustainability of the crop and looking to the longgrms to how Jersey agriculture

will respond to withdrawal of chemical productsrfrahe marketplace and how we



have to shift away from a dependency of the indalsted process which we have
been led down over the last few years, and thergbenaeeds to be a rethink about

how the Island goes about producing crops in thaéu

The Deputy of Grouville:

We will certainly come on to that later.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

That was a commission you were given by Bartledtsidally?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

In fact, as a joint commission with Bartletts ahd themical company DuPont. So, |
had a meeting in Airdrie a couple of weeks ago wiit head guys from DuPont,
U.K. and European representative. It is a jointialive and in fact one of the
principal chemicals that we have been looking ahis part of the trial work, which |
am overseeing, is manufactured by DuPont and ithér interest. Jersey has
relevance because we have the unique agricultstersywhich they recognise with
our monocropping techniques of using the JerseyaRavhich is really not found
anywhere else, almost at a global level. So Ikhiney are thinking if they can find
some answers over here and get it right here, tihere are a lot of lessons can be
applied elsewhere and because of the intensityiopmduction methods it is a good

place for them to carry out these studies.

[14:15]



The Deputy of Grouville:

Would this be an area where intellectual properbyha kick in?

The Deputy of St. Mary:

This knowledge could be exported.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Potentially but | say that a little bit cautiouslythe moment, but there was a meeting
yesterday, in fact, where we were discussingda hot want to digress by too much,
but biological control methods and potentially teatt of thing that would be then ...
intellectual property would be gained from that Wexdge and the acquisition of that
knowledge over a period. There is no simple qaiegwer to this and a lot of it in the
initial period is going to be about extending omowledge base because there are
some answers that we really do not know. We ddnotv at the moment, there are
some questions that we need to be asking. Weaddreune what the questions are let

alone what the answers are.

The Deputy of Grouville:

That is very interesting.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Are you working for Bartletts or for DuPont, or b8t How does that work?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Directly for Bartlett but DuPont funding part ofeth..

10



Dr. J. Jones:
Could you clarify that the chemicals being withdravather than ... that it is retailer

pressure to not use it?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

What has happened, the chemical that controls P.Qobtato cyst nematode)
historically there have been 2 or 3 different prddu One of the chemicals is called
Telone, which is injected after harvest. It is stinng that | used to use on my farm
holding. That has been banned now at a Europeah Ieis not allowed to be used
anymore, apart from the French managed to get dearglast year to allow their
growers to use it, but that is the French. So liates another product which is a
nematicide called Vydate, which is manufacturedCmPont, and again with these
things being looked at a European level the maximesidue level 2 years ago was
reduced significantly and there was a case wh@@ato that was put into one of the
retailers was found to be in exceedance of thatmmax residue level for Vydate. |
think this caused some consternation with the cbahtompany because they were
not aware that their product could find its wayoitiie crop. Last year, you may have
been aware, there were a number of problems wheBaliletts put in place a
procedure to only positively release a product ahbad been tested for this residue
and there were a number of areas of crop whelendst did not happen. Where the
product had been used the potatoes remained ir@acee of the M.R.L. (maximum
residue limits), so they could not be harvested @ndd not be sold. What we are
looking at this year specifically is a range oblsi whereby we are trying to better

understand the interaction of the product, the caod the soil and find some

11



solutions to either, in the first instance, be ableise that product safely and, in the
second instance, and perhaps more importantlygdk &t alternatives in the longer
term because it is a serious risk for the indusiig particular pest. If it is not

controlled it could have some severe financial ingtions.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Just to go back to the original question. | mehat was really interesting and | am
sure we could ... depending where this goes we tigimt to sort of come back to

that in another session. About the Green Papeat adpects are you supportive of or

have concerns about?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
If we start off and work through the paper we mgether, it is probably the easiest

way, and we can start looking at the strategiowisi

The Deputy of Grouville:
We have your submission, so obviously we have deaail that is ... if you have

anything that you want to pull out and ...

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| mean that is the first thing | would like to etahte on really. We are supportive of
that strategic vision. One of the things, anddd& be a bit careful in terms of | am
a representative of the levels that carry thatystm | have my own views, but we
have discussed this in the office today so | anfamty safe ground. We need to

make sure that the strategic vision is linked ithwealistic funding levels and in my

12



studies of the agriculture policy over, say, thet B0-30 years there seems to be a lot
of cases where that has not happened, which isdisaippointing. If you look back
and just pull out a figures as an illustration ofvithe industry ... because the industry
continues to train and evolve, and we would likehiok that Government can keep
pace with the change and the policies that ararpptace are shaping the way the
market is driving business so we can work togett@ne of the principal issues, and
you read through every policy document - | have auies here going back to 1993
policy report 2001, 2005 and the latest - and tladly talk about economic
diversification and diversification within the aguitural industry itself, and looking
at creating opportunities for diversification offdrent crops. If you compare that to
what has happened, you look back at 1986 - cointidly the year | started my
agriculture career - there were 13,500 vergéesutifomr Royals grown and 16,500
vergées of other outdoor crops. By 1996, 10 yearsust over 18,000 vergées of
Royals and only 5,000 vergées of other outdoor gsrapd 2008 you are looking at
just under 15,000 vergées of Royals and 2,500 esrg€other outdoor crops. That is

run alongside the stated policy of diversification.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Do you think it is diversification of crops or drggfication of use?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think it can be both. I think we cannot close minds off and say it only has to be
crops. | think we have seen a diversification £$.uWe have had the equine industry
as an example of more recently included in thecagitre economy or the rural

economy, as we call it now. There are other lvelstas well that have come into the

13



Island latterly but fairly small scale. Again, long at my pick about my studies, the
other big shift that has taken place Europe-widehad a Single European Act 1986
and Maastricht in 1992, and a much closer integmaf the European Union
countries in a single market coupled with their coon agriculture policy, and if you
look at the funding levels in common agriculturdi@g in fact, it is stated in our rural
economy paper, it states that potatoes are theammymodity which remain outside
the European fruit and vegetable regime, and itmse@otatoes are the only
commodity which we have which is economically cotitpe. | do not think it is a
coincidence. At the same time as funding, wherlowk at some of the more recent
changes in agricultural policy the Rural Initiati@eheme was proposed as one of the
central pillars of assisting rural economy and witewas originally proposed and
funding level was proposed, | have seen a pap&rast Maclean at the time, saying
this fund could be introduced at around about 8800 a year. The next paper came
out and the £800,000 was £500,000. The £500,0@0has been used to ... part of it
has been used to subsidise the school milk schem#hat is £200,000-odd out of
that, and now it looks like that might disappeanadl. So, originally here we have a
strategic policy which says Rural Initiative Schemeesat idea, it is going to help the
industry £800,000 and now we are looking at may8@0f000 left in the pot. So is
that policy going to achieve what it set out towdithout the funding? There is no
funding mentioned in the Green Paper, perhaps patpolooking at the Economic
Development Department’s 2012 Business Plan. Hreylooking to slice another
chunk off the rural economy budget. It is not nn@méd in here. To my mind that is
irrelevant, the 2 parts are linked. | am not sgyhmat we should have more money for

the rural economy, so please do not misinterpresayeng that we need more money.
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| am saying we need to be realistic about the fumdnat there is and is going to be

and make sure it is targeted in the most effecreas.

The Deputy of Grouville:

You do not think the agricultural section needs enooney?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think there is a case to be made to suggest tser@nd | am not at the moment
saying whether it is or is not. | am saying youndohave to make the case and you
have got to make it in light of everything else tti@ happening in not only the

Island’s economy, the global economy. What | ayirgp we need to be aware of

what the implications are if we do not fund theippthat has been set out correctly.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
While we are on that, are there other examplest &oen the R.I1.S. (Rural Initiative
Scheme) where you feel that the money was pronaséalf-promised or committed

or was it policy dependent on funding, and thetidtnot happen?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think you could make a case that the industry teen ... when one looks back to
2001, for example, there is a policy put forwardalihwvas passed in the States, a lot
of work went into it. There was a vote taken ie thtates to approve the policy.
There was a secondary vote taken which then refiessehd it. | think the proposal
was to increase the funding from around £8-9 mmillio about £11 million over a 4

year period whereas in fact we have seen a redutdiaround £3 million. We had a

15



sort of limbo situation through 2001-2005, the neoticy, where we were working to
this policy without funding. | mean it does notnko So if the industry is looking to
Government to make some sort of contribution thst fihing we have to do is to
establish a realistic level of funding and workhat, whatever that is going to be. So
we could make the case that it has to be increalsdel.of Man managed to fund their
Agricultural Department in 2007 to the tune of #hillion, | think. We are a long

way adrift of that but it might be a good thing.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
For the record, the 2001 policy is what, becausad not around then? | was around

but | was not in the States.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

It is the Agriculture and Fisheries Committee,tagas in the day, their policy report.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Just to summarise. Your main concern is that treen® funding aspect in this paper

SO ...

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

There needs to be a strategic provision but it thabe linked in with a realistic

assessment of the funding that is available toseethat vision.

The Deputy of Grouville:

16



Turning to the Green Paper 2011-2015, do you tthakit has successfully identified

the issues of the rural sector?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Yes, | think it has successfully identified a numbéthe issues. We are particularly
supportive of the environmental policies that wpreposed, again coming back to
Bartletts, and keeping with their ethos of how thrisiness runs. As | say, this need
for sustainable for the future. Perhaps | can tp@on to tying that in with the need

for research and development, which | think youiseébe most important element of

where Government can make a difference, partigulatrithe present time with the

pressures that the industry will be under.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Research as in what kind of research?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
Research and development in terms of, as we justiomed specifically with the

potato crop, with this issue with this one chemital example.

The Deputy of Grouville:

So you would say that there is still a need forttlas?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

There is a need for work to be carried out and veelldv favour a sort of public-

private partnership in this respect because | ddahok it is fair to just turn around to

17



Government and say: “We have got a problem, sontiplease.” It is the partnership
agreement whereby all parties have to take pattahand be fully open about ... so
whether it is Bartletts, whether it is the growesbiether it is the chemical company

DuPont and Government, to my mind, all have a tolglay.

The Deputy of Grouville:
Because there is a sector of the agricultural itngubat feel that the trial section at
Howard Davis Farm are a complete waste of timbavie had that view expressed to

me many times.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think it grows ... it is an easy pot to take wheu are under pressure and there are
other things going on in your business, but | thimére is still a need for, and | think |
should mention, the guys that | have been talking the last sort of 6 months since |
have been working on this project recognise a needsomebody to be doing

something.

The Deputy of Grouville:

So it is not a case of the multiples are doingttiads?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

No.

The Deputy of Grouville:

And leaving it to them?

18



Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

No.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
The work would not necessarily be done in Jerdeig, theoretical P.P.P. (public-
private partnership) hypothetical “our contractegsh” with whoever provided this

targeted the way you want it.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Yes. We had discussions yesterday, in fact, asxample, we have got a tomato
producer working off the Isle of Wight and in Pay#l, looking to do some sort of
joint initiative, so that is really to biologicabntrol, and there is something there that
that could be gains in relation to intellectual gedy, that there are gains there that

could possibly be made further down the line.

The Deputy of Grouville:

| interrupted you when you were speaking aboutaieteand development.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Not really, it was just to say that we see thatdngtdl there but in a slightly different

guise. So rather than necessarily a whole loatia$ going on in the department,

which are not as directly related to the sharpadrtie industry as they need to be.

[14:30]
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We have seen the illustrated figures, we sort oferewvay from other crops to focus
on the Jersey Royal. | mean that has happenedisecd economic drivers but we
are in a position now where we need to make swaewe protect the Jersey Royal
because it is the main stay of the industry. dt tjoes then there is not much else and
where we get an issue that is happening at the mowéh this particular eelworm
issue, | mean it is something that could threatem very existence of the Royal
industry. Then the Island has more difficult issumaybe to deal with in terms of
management of the countryside if it is not beingvaty farmed in a manner which is

attracting sufficient economic return and the ggvants who were involved.

Dr. J. Jones:

Is what you are proposing that resources shoulavb#dable to try and make sure that
Jersey participates in Europe-wide or U.K.-bassdarch programmes to combat this
problem or are you suggesting that the Jersey Reysufficiently specific that it is

necessary to have your own trials here?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think there is a combination. | think we are ko at specific trials which relate to
Jersey Royal crop but then | think there are alsasawhere some sort of partial
agreement would be beneficial to both parties.is lagain just trying to look at
opportunities in terms of if we were, for examptesome of the discussions we have
been having recently, if we were working with DuPas a chemical manufacturer
and another producer who is growing tomatoes bpereancing similar problems,

that there are technical solutions that may bedouhich suit both parties because we
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are not in a competitive situation with the otheople we are working with, then it
would make sense to work together. There is ammppity maybe for Government
to be a part of that in terms of work which is daneconsultation with not only

people in Jersey but also from elsewhere.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

We have heard the plea of course many times oeeyehars to retain or to enhance
the subsidies and the argument was always usednhide entry to treaty we get the
same level of subsidy. Does your company feelttatsubsidies are still required or
are they happy with the environmental subsidiesciwtiave allegedly decoupled
subsidies from productivity, which we were told é&nafter time was leading to
perverse consequences at the massive expansioneoflairy herd, the massive
expansion of the growth of Jersey Royals. Doesr yymmpany approve of the

decoupling of productivity and the environmentalantives?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Personally | think the massive expansion in thekwafrthe Jersey Royals | do not
think was as a direct result of the direct aid thas given to Jersey Royals. | think
there you have to look further back and you havéotk at the consequences of
common agricultural policy, the integration of tharopean market and the reduction
in all the other output crops that were growing] #me bottom line was growers had
nowhere else to go but to rely on Jersey Royaksortlof come back to the point that
is made in here that potatoes are outside theiir &nd vegetable regime so do not
attract directly subsidies, and it is the only prodthat we can compete with. We

know we can grow anything over here but it is g@hpetition. | do not think there
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was ever enough funding put towards any of thospscto make a difference because
the first point | was making in terms of it is fib@ have policy but if you cannot fund
that policy properly to have the desired effecntki®e funding is inconsequential and
| think it was more that level. Just to go backmy own view, | think the situation
we have got now with a direct support mechanismteel to area you could argue all
that has done has increased land rentals. | hea la number of landlords just turn
round and say: “Well, it is my £35 or £38 vergée”whatever it is. It has been
capitalised as part of the land bank so | am n@ Bow much good it is doing in that
manner. We might bring up that little chestnutr@aybe we are better off not paying
harbour dues on exported crops and we are notl@mhiles away from the amount
that is being paid per vergée and the Governmergssadministration money on

pulling both schemes.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
| mean on the land bank issue, the land rentalsttamdelationship between that and
the availability of land; any comments on that?thisre any constraint on Bartletts in

terms of land availability?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think the last 2 years in particular. As a canpgnce of Bartletts entering the
market, there are opportunities for some of thewgrs to be getting back into
farming, which some of them have done, or to ineegheir businesses. So there has
been more pressure on land in the last couple arfsy@hich has resulted in increase
rentals. So growers are finding it difficult anthink over the last 5 or 6 years when

the area of Royals fell, the dairy herd reducedif@antly in size, there were areas of
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land that were left fallow, in fact my farm, forample, up at Rozelle, | had it 2 years
where nobody wanted to rent it. | was doing enwvinental crops, and was happy
doing that, it was fine but it was almost sort akén out of agriculture because
nobody wanted it, there simply was not the demamtl the area of Royals grown

went down to 12,700 vergées or something like iha2007, | think it was. This is a

return to the early 1980s in terms of area, antlwe a fall from 20,000 vergées in
2000-2001 and it was not taken up, that 7-8,00@ées was not taken up by any
other crops because there are not any, so theremsas equine use, which is an
issue. But | think our growers are looking for m¢eind now that Bartletts has started
and the demand from the marketplace has perhaksdigp again in terms of Royals.
It is a difficult one because it still needs to dcmntrolled, it still needs to be made
available to agriculturists but we have gone thlotige shift of almost surplus to

shortage again within a 5-year period.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
So if it is a yo-yo what role can Government havesteadying and making sure the
land is available to match the demand for agricalu It is going to be very difficult

for Government to intervene if you are on a yosmjs there any solution to that?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Any sort of intervention is difficult. The onlyithg | would say is that in the longer

term it still needs to be protected. Because & ldmger term we all need to eat.

Food production and food securities are importarthe longer term.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
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So it is the longer vision, why you support thesmtor a longer term.

The Deputy of Grouville:
Would you say that is being appreciated at the nmdmi@od shortages by the

Government?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

By Government? | do not know.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

It does not feature in here other than under tleel e safeguard the land bank.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Yes, they have not spelt it out. They just sayeghge a need to safeguard.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think in our society that in a way it has evolvedthe last 20 or 30 years, we have
become quite complacent in terms of food availghilack of seasons, so produce is
available when you want it, as you want it, anatreely cheaply despite the demands
for third supermarkets, and it is all very expeasiActually, in relative terms, we are
paying less for food in society, in percentage tetmincome, than we ever have had
before. So there is a complacency. Things midiainge and then at that point it
becomes important to still have, at that leadsanadly it is not only about land it is
also about succession issues which we mentionedhanskills that have been lost. |

have a 17 year-old son who has been working 2 yeawson a farm in his spare time,
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or whatever, and he has left school and he is wgrkin a farm, that is what he wants
to do, that is his career choice. So | am ablenmourage him back into the industry.
But there is also a sense that somebody has tbashaliit is passing those skills on as

well.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
Do you think those issues are enough in here, wgaildwant them to do more? Are

they high enough up the agenda in this documeosetisorts of issues?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

There have been so many changes in the last 18 gean. It is difficult to assess
how you encourage that next generation. | meangemeration is almost a lost
generation in terms that a lot of people my age wtdme out of the industry perhaps
should have had our careers still farming but beeaf the economic drivers and all
the other things that are going on in the Islandnaee come out of the industry. So
there has been a massive change to how you eneopsaple back. | think it is
down to the individual as much as anything andrtesire to do it. It is not really
economic motivation that is going to make them tlat iis recognition that perhaps
there are other things in life that are more imgatrthan that in terms of lifestyle, the

sort of lifestyle they want to lead.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
The question for Government would be should the gdawent make that more
possible and more attractive? Is that a goal faicp or do we just let it run

according to whether people want to take that optia?
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Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

My concern is can Government afford to make théeddhce and it comes back to
this having a policy that you can afford, and | aot sure it can. It can encourage but
| am not sure that it can because the Island hkenta different route and
international finance is where it wants to be,geds to be to pay the bills, et cetera,
and this becomes somewhat sidelined, so | am met\whether you can ever quite
overcome that. The opportunities are out therestétrool leavers that we have got
unemployed at the moment, but the opportunitiestioerte for school leavers to earn
an easier leaving from that sector is such thai hot know that Government could
ever put inducements in place ... and it is cerntadlividuals who make that lifestyle

choice.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Talking about school leavers, do you think the Goreent can do more, say, with

unemployment rising, especially school leaversame cases, not huge amounts of
skills, should ... | put this question to Jamesuith they be sort of doing something at
the Job Centre/Social Security to encourage sontigosk youngsters on the farm? |
know it is different to sort of pushing a pen ibank but to some youngsters it might
be more attractive. Is there enough being donggum opinion, to sort of get some of

your labour from the local market as opposed tot sur forking out for

accommodation?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
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We are actively searching in the Island for staffvrfor the factory. So it is not such
a huge leap really if some of them are interestbd apply for the job with us to then
possibly get a further interest and get involvedagmicultural/horticulture from that

aspect.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Do you consider getting your labour ... you knowitimg notices up on ...

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

We do.

The Deputy of Grouville:

You do?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Yes, at the beginning of the season we advertisedeEvening Post and in the Job

Centre. We interviewed tens of people, | couldtatityou how many.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

What are the advantages of that for you?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
| suppose that it relieves pressure on getting Ik of the people with
accommodation because the accommodation is alrdeshe. But Bartletts is a

company that are very keen to employ local peopteraduce the reliance on people

27



coming into the Island, albeit it in Airdrie and €on, local people who have a pride

in the local job and are not there temporarily.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

In a way we are looking at what you might call theeratives, but of course the
traditional path for farming in Jersey has beererithnce and it is very hard ... there
have been a few exceptions, people have crackedys$tem or have been tenant
farmers and we may be meeting one today, | thihkas been very hard. How can
we keep farming if that inheritance route is rentbwnd you make a fortune by
selling your farm, become a millionaire or trilli@ne overnight? How can we keep

farming going with that sort of backcloth?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

| do not know, with difficulty. But I think the d@ersification that John spoke about
earlier with people being allowed to introduce otheimals, other crops. | think it

has been shown that is not viable currently biliirik that is exciting and interesting
people generally and the interest in allotmentstasting to sort of interest people in
growing per se. That will just grow, | feel. Withe availability of land, which there

is not at the moment, but should it come then ffiedlty is setting up as a grower in

terms of accommodation, packing facilities, stordge machinery, et cetera, and
somewhere to live on the land. If the main farmimgt is sold without its land, the

old farmhouses, then it is very difficult to setampd make that your base.

[14:45]
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The Deputy of St. Mary:

Is one possible for tourists?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Yes, it is certainly working well in the U.K. andrass Europe. Maybe not solely

tourism but a sort of agriculture-based tourisiis b possibility to fund schemes.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

They are fairly dismissive about it in here.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Right.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
| just wonder whether, from your experience of dgrgrowers, which is quite a small
package, are there any others thinking like thattoether they wish there was more

support or whether it is an idea?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

| guess it is an idea. It is working in the U.K.a lot of areas but perhaps the farming

is more mixed over there; staying on a farm whglproducing potatoes from 5.00

a.m. in the morning until 9.00 p.m. at night is attactive and not long term.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
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That is one of the other issues, you are talkirmuabmployment, going to look at the
social shift that is occurring, it has been ocaigrior a number of years, the shift in
work ethic, and farming is pretty hard work. Itasg hours, it can be physical, it is
not great pay and there are easier alternativethewt for people and when we stop
somehow the family farm using French and immigfréton labour, and it would
have been 1990, we had a core team who were siithgvto come over and work
because they wanted the work, but it became implesso recruit sufficient staff
because it was easier for them to stay at homeooialsvelfare within their social
welfare system. There is an expectation that Goaent was going to provide and |
think on the Island while you want to employ as gnkotal people as you can we are
also in a situation where there are perhaps ealkenatives for people and ones that
they are looking to instead of employment oppottesithat are offered by the

industry as a whole and Bartletts doing farming agole.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Have you got any examples from Bartlett's otherrapens in sort of places like
Lincolnshire, Scotland, Cambridgeshire, where thaye had what you might see as a
very win-win kind of relationship with farmers igh a way that it sustains the local
farming industry and the farmers are just not tlents and there is not this sort of
panic about ... when the owner sort of moves oretioement there is not this panic
about will there be anyone to succeed us? Areethey models where they operate

elsewhere?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
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| do not know the grower base up in Airdrie verylivait it looks to me, by looking at
the website, that a lot of them are father andtsams still which is less and less in
the Island but has been encouraged by Bartlettsngpim. There are a few father and
son teams now within our growers supplying us, lahthk if people are treated fairly
and can make a living out of it then that shouldoemage and up in Airdrie the
Scottish grower base have been with Bartlettsdos tof years, so that sort of loyalty

and responsibility to both sides of the parties Mdae encouraging.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

You certainly do have the impression that they laeking at a long term and
sustainable relationship, so business successidhebguppliers is an important area.
They do not have contracts with their growerss igéntlemen’s agreements, but they
are gentlemen and they stick to their agreememisthere is loyalty both ways

through that system.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:
How do you involve growers in the process, what sérthings are they regularly

consulted on, for example?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

They are pretty much left to grow how they wangtow, manage their land as they
see fit with advice and prompting, particularlyyharn to us for advice over the issue
of P.C.N. They recognise they need help but we asognise that we cannot farm
their land as well as they can and we have no@ésido so. If that answers your

guestion ...
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The Deputy of St. Mary:

What about the codes of practice, codes of goodtwdgmral and environmental
practice; is that a dialogue or does that mainipedrom the department those sorts
of compliance issues or from the supermarkets? Ho®&s that mediate? How does

that work?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
On a basic level a prerequisite of supplying uthésfull membership of the Assured
bodies, which is a protocol that was put togetheth® major retailers mainly and

where a grower’s holding and his operation is addgnnually.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

By ...?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

By independent bodies who are selected by the Addaroduce Association.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

It is not yourselves?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Not it is third party auditors, in a similar way ¢oir packing facilities are audited by

the British Retail Consortium.
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The Deputy of St. Mary:
Moving on to a related issue about agriculturalesodf practice and sustainability of
the land itself; where does sewerage sludge fand where does compost fit in to

maintaining the balance of the land fertility?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
That is part of the discussions we were havingeydaly with this organic tomato

grower. Itis a challenge to maintain fertilityanrmonoculture and maintain ...

The Deputy of St. Mary:

The potatoes.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes. We have been looking at the compost thatresiged by the green waste
facility and there are just some question marks dsesuitability for agricultural use
because it has not got the accreditation that gsired by a lot of customers for

compost, being the PAS100.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Can you explain all that? The supermarkets or dhstomers, somebody else?
Because you have got this third party accreditaiorwho would come on to the
compost and say that is okay or that is not ok&yGuld it be the individual farmer, |

think not?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
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No, it would be the customer mainly. The sort akib protocol is the Assured
Produce and then on top of that we have to adlecertain bolt-on requirements,

upgrades if you like, that are the particular hohbyses of the customer.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Particular groups?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Waitrose or whatever?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Yes, exactly. In this case the Soil Associatiomthe ones who drive the requirement

for a standard for compost.

The Deputy of St. Mary:
Presumably what matters is whether Waitrose is yapth T.T.S.’s (Transport and
Technical Services) compost, not whether the Seso&iation is. Or do Waitrose

subcontract that to the Soil Association?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

It will be a sort of knowledge base where everytwoks at each other’s standards

and ends up going for the highest level really lataf cases.

34



The Deputy of St. Mary:
Would this problem be solved if that compost prablef ... as a difficulty of using it,

be solved if somebody did accredit it and did s&kay, that is PAS100"?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

From what | understand the fraction of the complogt is available for use in smaller
guantities is graded down to 10 millimetres and tedPAS accredited. The larger,
graded down to 40 millimetres, is not. It was ordglly this morning that | started
speaking about this and so | am trying to findwhat the reason is for one portion of
it not being accredited and wonder whether it mightas simple as 40 millimetres
would still leave a potential for contamination hviglass or brittle plastics, whereas

the finer screened material would have to be less.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

And then sewerage sludge; how does that fit in?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
Again, it is a policy of supermarkets to ... thetlame | was involved in anything like
that we needed a 10 month gap. That, withoutdtegion, or the luxury of rotation, it

is very difficult to do.

The Deputy of Grouville:

That leads on to the land values.
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The Deputy of St. Mary:

We sort of talked about that. | suppose the goestiould be do you have any ideas
to give us about how Government could protect émel lbank through something like

... I will not give you the answer, but do you hateggestions because it is a pretty

key issue?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
| think one of the things that was raised was allawing some sort of evaluation
scheme for land, but | think that already exists] #@ is the rental market. That gives

you a good example of how land is valued and hasvriated.

The Deputy of Grouville:

You think that is a good idea?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
Whether that is a good idea or the scheme is a gsador what is happening at the

moment?

The Deputy of Grouville:

The grading now or is it not all valuable?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| do not know that it is going to achieve an awbilother than keep somebody busy

trying to evaluate it.
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The Deputy of St. Mary:
The question was how do you protect the land baskirming that would have an
impact on the rental values and also on how mamgéas you can get, you know,

people supplying them.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

| think the model based on what we have had ingesfrcontrol on land use and uses
is probably the nearest Government is going ta@essist in that in terms of making
sure thabona fide agriculturists are occupying the land and thaaitnot be taken out
of production. Obviously from a development viewpoand planning viewpoint

greenfield sites must be protected as greenfiedd sis far as we need to.

The Deputy of Grouville:

But what if they move to sort of cricket fields anotanic gardens?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

| think it is a slow erosion of the land bank aattgoes. It is not to say if there is no
structure put on it, that it can be turned up tdcadfure at some point in the future.
But just sort of subjectively driving round thedstl one does see a bit more land

being turned into various other ...

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
It is also about being realistic about Governmesdtisietal needs in terms of land use
and recognising that there is going to be a dentantdke a proportion, or a very

small proportion out. But again it is the strategiew of what you need to keep and
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what you do not, so | appreciate, yes, a greatgesywould help in that regard but
then also a system that we have got at the mometetrms of rental and whether it
has been used or not is a market indicator fousieeof land, depending if somebody
buys it and says: “Well, nobody is going to usetlit&én that distorts the picture but |

think that is fairly easy to determine pretty much.

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Just a couple if | may? Sorry ...

Dr. J. Jones:

Just sort of going back to the knock-on effectshef eelworm problems, inwardly in
the short run one solution is to use land thatritmgreviously grown potatoes, or not
recently, so does that then create a 2-tier mankieind rentals for land that is sort of

available for potato growing and land that is canteated.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

The sort of short answer to that is the growerdiading all the land they can to grow
potatoes, so there is not a surplus at the morhanig readily available to have any
sort of rotation. We have had a system of growiotatoes year in year out for the
last 130 years since the Royal was discovered,hwkitairly unusual, and all the land
that is available is used, so growers do not hdéna luxury unfortunately of a
rotation. But | think we are going to have to getthe point where that has to be

considered as one of the control measures.

Dr. J. Jones:
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But it does not start upping the ante to competh aiternative uses like horses or
fallow, and so forth? What you are saying realyhat that land really is not capable
of growing potatoes. Everything that is capableg@iwing potatoes has been doing

so and that is it, so you are stuck with the eetwproblem?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Yes.

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

We are going to look at a multi-pronged attack o@.R., which will maybe involve
some chemical treatment with the knowledge we aiaggto gain from the last 2
years of trials as to how we can more reliably emsghat the M.R.L.s are not within
the tubers and we are going to look at biologiaaitmls, trap cropping with other
crops and possibly with a sacrificial potato crbpt also some rotation on some land
might end up being inevitable but one is lookingaaminimum of 8 years out of
potato production to start seeing a decrease itetlads that can cause damage to the

crop. So thatis a long time to find it. In soomeintries it is longer.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

The life cycle of the P.C.N. once it is in a cyshich is a hardened shell, it is 30

years. Itis a considerable problem.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

It is surprising we have a crop at all.
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Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

| mean every year ... | used to be a grower as dlevery year one is just amazed
by the resilience of the Royal crop, and other sroff the balance is right with the
soil and the fertiliser and the treatment it isegiythey can survive a lot and the crop
will still yield. But it is reduced yields and neded marketability because the P.C.N.
will actually damage the tuber and make it brovanfrexcessive feeding marks when
it is in a stolon form, so when that stolon becomésber you can see the pockmark

pitting of the feeding on it. We have seen somthnaf this year.

[15:00]

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

It was a particular problem in the Fens(?). Frohat recall it was varietal choice

that helped restrict it. That is the problem, ofise, you know, no way, hands off.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Well, you have got plans. | mean there are straresthere not?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes.

The Deputy of St. Mary:

Presumably some strains are more resistant thansoth

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:
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The Jersey Royal variety, whether it is strainglones has the same impact. Itis a
totally different variety. There are 3 mechanisohsotation. Everybody arrived at
the point where that is not really practical. Thare varieties, so you have got a
completely different variety but that is not whae want to be doing either. Of
course the nematicides is the other option andrevstauggling with those. So that is
the recognised method of dealing with it and sayiogheaven’s sake, step back and
consider all the various elements of productiony hiofits together and go back to
basics almost and sort of redefine a strategy wiaaoing to look at a number of
different areas. There is no single answer to. tAikere are a number of different
areas in terms of management and that is whergrtveers need their assistance, so
we need to be able to do research and developroeirther that knowledge and

assist them in managing the problem and look agton a field by field basis.

Dr. J. Jones:

The faster the growth and the earlier you harvesstreey susceptible?

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:

Yes.

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

Yes, it can break the life cycle if you are hanrgstwithin a certain period although

the P.C.N. do adapt to that.

The Deputy of Grouville:
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Okay, we are going to have to wrap up because we ihan out of time unfortunately.
So, | would ask you, do you have anything you wdikld to specifically add to your

submission?

Crop Agronomy Consultant, Albert Bartlett:

The only comment | would like to add is just innter of marketing support which we

notice reduced the budget of around £1 million r2¢ stage, | think last year was
£10,000, this year it is £20,000. In our view £B0), is perfect. It achieves what it

needs to in terms of P.R. (public relations) attivilt has been quite noticeable this
year to see Sainsbury’s, Tesco, M.&S. all promoflagsey Royals on television. It is
great for the industry, great for the businessddgoo the Island, and they are doing it.
It is a good example of an initiative which Goveenhset up 10 years ago, maybe,
they put money into some things, they set a prategled was one of the first fresh

produce products to go nationally advertising iattlvay, and it is being supported
now by the multiples. The work that is being dom&erms of P.R. we see is still vital

and like to play our part in that. That still nee® be done with good consultation
between Government and business, and the othendsssis that are involved in

marketing. But | think it is working well.

The Deputy of Grouville:

| am just going to ask a final question. Do yoal féhat agriculture has a champion

within the States of Jersey? Do you feel represiht

Technical Manager, Albert Bartlett:
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Personally | sort of ... no, not in the way of thider ways where it was a bigger
industry, it was better represented. It was mallkeet about in the pres$laughter]
That is just my own personal view. The view of tt@mpany, | do not know.
Coming here today has been encouraging. | haverrmen involved in this sort of

thing before.

The Deputy of Grouville:

Okay, thank you very much. Thank you for your tin&s | said, the transcripts will

be sent to you in a week, normally is the turnadbun

[15:04]
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